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TOWARDS A FUNCTIONAL ELLERSLIE PLAN 
A STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES TO ENSURE ELLERSLIE’S FUTURE AS AUCKLAND’S MOST 
LIVEABLE SUBURB 

The Auckland Plan has been adopted to achieve specific goals for the future of Auckland. The Ellerslie 
Residents’ Association (ERA) embraces this plan and will develop an Ellerslie Plan within the Auckland Plan 
framework to provide workable solutions for Ellerslie for inclusion in the Auckland Unitary Plan. 

The ERA welcomes the opportunity to submit its ideas which are based on experience and local knowledge 
in keeping with the premise of Local Government Act which requires local input to decisions made by local 
government. 

However, the ERA Committee makes the point that for its community consultation it is a minimum 
requirement that a clear 90 days is made available to enable it to obtain meaningful feedback, analyse it 
and prepare a submission. To date the ERA has not been given sufficient time or sufficient information 
other than to prepare the following basic principles and guidelines. 

Ellerslie’s people: 
The ERA supports strategies which puts children and young people first, improves education, health and 
personal safety and security while at the same time strengthening the Ellerslie community. The Ellerslie 
Plan will enunciate strategies for achieving these goals but will, in addition, require adequate consideration 
to be given to families and older people. 

Ellerslie’s Maori: 
The ERA recognizes the part Maori have played in the history of the suburb and acknowledges the 
principles of the Treaty of Waitangi. The Ellerslie Plan will explore how partnerships can be developed with 
mana whenua to protect, identify and manage wahi tapu sites and encourage Ellerslie Maori to become 
involved by supporting sustainable development of Maori outcomes, leadership, community and 
partnerships. 

Ellerslie’s Arts and Culture:  
The ERA will encourage valuing and fostering cultural diversity and to this end will work towards including a 
community centre and library in the Ellerslie Plan in addition to its existing arts and culture community 
assets. 

Ellerslie’s Historic Heritage: 
The ERA acknowledges the part that history has played in the development of Ellerslie’s historic character. 
The Ellerslie Plan will require that built and natural heritage sites and areas will be identified and protected 
and that future growth will enhance the suburbs character. The ERA is a member of the Character Coalition 
and fully supports their case to protect our heritage and character. 

Ellerslie’s Recreation and Sport: 
The ERA requires that opportunities are provided to people in Ellerslie to enhance their  participation in 
recreation and sport and that sport and recreation organizations receive appropriate space, facilities and 
funding. The Ellerslie Plan will include plans for increasing land space set aside for this purpose as well as 
increasing the availability of green space as a quid pro quo for intensification. 

Ellerslie’s Economy: 
The ERA supports the activities of the Ellerslie Business Association in growing a business-friendly and well-
functioning town centre leading to a creative, vibrant place for people to shop and be entertained. The 
Ellerslie Plan will include ways in which the business park area can be incorporated into the life of the 
suburb. To this end the ERA notes a disconnect in that the business park area falls in the Maungakiekie 
Tamaki Ward whereas the town centre and the majority of residential homes fall in the Orakei Ward. 

Ellerslie’s environment and response to the challenge of Climate Change: 
The ERA encourages valuing and protecting the suburbs natural heritage, the sustainable management of 



 

 

our natural resources as well as acknowledging the challenges of Climate Change. The Ellerslie Plan will 
cater for environmental protection and mitigation of factors contributing to noise and particulate pollution 
emanating from the Southern Motorway. 

Urbanising Ellerslie: 
The ERA understands the need for Ellerslie to play its part by producing a more compact urban 
environment to allow for an increase in the local population. This will be achieved in the Ellerslie Plan via 
good design within the geographical constraints of the area. The aim is to create an enduring 
neighbourhood community and town centre by ensuring that land currently zoned residential is not eroded 
to create commercial zones – indeed there is a strong case to convert some commercial zones to 
residential. 

Ellerslie’s Housing: 
The ERA wants good quality affordable and environmentally sustainable housing available in Ellerslie not 
only to meet the demand but also to increase housing choice to meet diverse preferences and needs. The 
Ellerslie Plan will allow for the improvement of the quality of existing housing while recognizing the value of 
built heritage and including the provision for terraced housing and apartments where the geography of the 
land allows. 

Ellerslie’s physical and social infrastructure: 
The ERA notes that the present physical and social infrastructure falls somewhat short of the current 
requirements and calls for clear advance planning to cope with the planned intensification of the suburb. 
The Ellerslie Plan will identify the current shortfall of physical and social infrastructure in the area. 

Ellerslie’s Transport: 
The ERA is aware that regional transport planning outside the suburb impinges on Ellerslie and has found 
that historically the needs of Ellerslie have not been sufficiently acknowledged by planners. The Ellerslie 
Plan will emphasise connectivity and include methods to calm traffic flow, provide for cross isthmus public 
transport, ameliorate parking congestion, safe and functional cycle ways and improved vehicle and 
pedestrian safety for Ellerslie residents and visitors. 

Additional Guideline:  
a. The ERA is aware of the need for fairness and equity in the allocation of resources but notes that 

historical evidence shows that Ellerslie has not received its fair share in the past and so the Ellerslie Plan 
will include some catch-up in order to place the suburb on an equal footing with others in the region. 

b. It is clear that the Auckland Council wish to consult extensively with communities following the launch 
of the Draft Unitary Plan and this is welcomed by the ERA. The ERA however points out that the process 
is two way, that communities are listened to and that there is room in the Unitary Plan to treat different 
communities differently.   

 
 
 

                               
 

 
 
 
 
 


